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SI Til AT I OH:

The Autodepinsition ait* i» on inactive el«*<*t.roplflt 1 ng facility
located at 151$ Hubbard Street in Chicago, Cook County, Illinoic.
The area around tlit* eite is primarily industrial. The tsjLu's
eloctroplatirte apparatus are housed inside a two etory "building
which takes up the entire city block formed by Ashlartol Avenue,,
Hubt>ard Street, Armour Street, and an alley. A at»all offic* te
located at the south side of the facility, U|?»taira, a ewall ar^a
wae Ufied as a locker roou and »»tor«t£e ar«*» for r^oorda g*»iierated
on site. The building is separated into three isectionet hy walls
with fire doors.

Autod<spc'»ition Inc. ia currently owned by 3<norge and Glenn
WcBterberg. The facility originally started in 1923 af?
Mechanical Plating Company- While in operation. Mechanical
Plating had several plating lines. The W«»terbei'g brothers took
over th« Mechanical Plating1 Company in 1983, and continued
operating under that name until Hovewber 19, 1991
194*2, George Westerberg reopened the facility as
l:nc. Autodepositi'jfi Inc. opexied with a new
process". Approximately one year Later,
involuntarily dissolved and oeaset! operation*.
Chicago Department of Environment discovered that the site was
abandoned in Deaeabor o±" 1&&4, and contacted th* owners to cecure
the site.

In January of
Autodepoo i t i on

'immersion paint
the business
Th* City of
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In April of 19H5, the City noted that the building was not
secure. On May 12, 1995, Mr. Joseph Sohuessler, City of Chicago
Department of Environment (CDOE) , Director of Toxic Pollution
Control, referred th« cite to the U.S. EPA Emergency Removal and
Response Branch (EERB) for consideration for a removal action.

On June 1> 1995, U.S. EPA On-Scenc Coordinator (OSC) Charles
Gebien, Bill Rycsek , U.S. EPA, Lafayette Boberteon, Senior
Environmental Inspector, CDOE, Joseph Schueasler , and George and
Glenn Westerberg, property owners* met at the site to perform the
site removal assessment. Mr. Westerberg unlocked the facility
doors and provided information regarding the site. The site
assessment team members observed various drums containing
alksiline sine, crystallised copper cyanide, chromic acid, and

,( , nickel black solutions. Over 100 drums of chromic acid were on
** ait&, acme of which appeared to be leaking, in addition to over

50 opftn vats, some of which contained material. The floors of
the building near the various plating lines are covered with
plating wastes, A 2,500 gallon tank containing acid was observed
in the west wall of room 1. A fenced area outside the building
in the northeast corner of the site contained one 5,000 gallon
capacity tank containing approximately 2,500 gallons of eulfuric
acid; in addition, several drums ware located in the outdoor
area. A email on-site lab area contained the following:
hydrochloric acid, sodium hydroxide, buffer solution*, titrating
solutions, silver nitrate, and v»<_:etone. Samplec from several
drums and vats were collected, in addition to uompocite floor and
pipe insulation samples.

On June 23 , 199£>, th* City e»f Chicago Fire Department (CFD) and
CDOE responded to the continuing release of trhj-omic acid from the
eit« to a City sidewalk. The CFI> neutralised the uhrottio acid on

*"' the eidowalk while Mr. Weaterberg hired ft board-ujj eervice to
e.eal a dock door that haJ been ripped open by scavengers. City
workers also turned off the water supply to the building to
prevent further riooding w.H.hin the building. On June 28, 1996.
Mr. Uavid Inmau Assistant Comwicaion-ftr, CDOE rcquocted that U.S.
EPA initiate immediate actions at the site to mitigate immediate
threats to local residents from hasafdous wastes at the «1t,R.
The City of Chicago and the IEPA do not hav« suf f icic-nt funds to
oonduct thr^ removal action.

dn June 29, 1995, ERCS project officer Mary Elaine Gu«t.afson and
Rick Karl, Branch Chief, EERB approved a delivery order for
$50,000 to initiat« emergency Actions.



FRON : PHONE NO. : P04

ACTIONS TAKEN:

Thft following actions wens taken for the period of 6/29/95 thm
7/10/95:

- ERGS contractor Riedel Environmental Sfcrvicaa mobilized a cr«w
of 3 members at the site on June 29, 1995.
- After the site reconnaissance, OSC Gebien briefed ERGS crow
about the intended work, and the site safety plan was reviewed.
- ERGS crew repack aged/averpackaged leaking and overturned drunifl
in outside fenced area and moved them inaide building.
- BPGC. crew neutralised skilled chronic acid with lime kiln-du«t
inside and outside the building.
- SRCG cr-sw constructed decon area/support zone.

'* •*' - ERCS cr«w securod a supply storage room.
- ERCS 'jx-ow is clean:! mi debris from work area and loading it. into
a roll -off box.

NEXT STEPS:

- ERCo will initiate sampling of all druKe> containers, tanks and
floor s» wot- ping:? during the- week of 7/10/95.
- All suRp^cted aabttstosi >:rontainlns material will be sampled and
costl. c-^timates for r^Bioval will h*=i obtained.
- IiebriiL will continue to be removed from the work area.

KEY ISSUES:

-An ti'., 1. \ on. moniv for tlic removal action is currently being
j?rc petrel .

.» COST

TO PATE CEILING

KPr:B (PEG) $ 8,000 $ 50,000

* Es-li^.-it-.ss basod on OSC estimate of 5/10/94-


